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reason I am come to a resolution of believing nothing I hear; and I contemn the man given to narration under the appellation of a matter-of-fact man : and according to me, a matter-of-fact man is one whose life and conversation is spent in the report of what is not matter of fact.
I remember when Prince Eugene was here, there was no knowing his height or figure, till you, Mr Spectator, gave the public satisfaction in that matter 1.    In relations, the force of the expression lies very often more in the look, the tone of voice, or the gesture, than the words themselves; which being repeated in any other manner  by  the  undiscerning,   bear  a  very  different interpretation from their original meaning.     I must confess, I formerly have turned this humour of mine to very good account; for whenever I heard any narrations   uttered   with   extraordinary   vehemence,   and grounded upon considerable authority,  I was always ready to lay any wager that it was not so.    Indeed I never pretended to be so rash, as to fix the matter any particular way in opposition to theirs; but as there are an hundred ways of anything happening, besides that it has happened,  I only controverted its falling out in that one manner as they settled it, and left it to the ninety-nine  other  ways,   and  consequently  had  more probability of success.   I had arrived at a particular skill in warming a man so far in his narration, as to make  him throw  in a little of the marvellous,  and then, if he has much fire, the next degree is the impossible.    Now  this   is   always   the  time   for   fixing  the wager.   But   this   requires   the   nicest   management, otherwise very probably the dispute may arise to the old determination by battle.    In these conceits I have been very fortunate,  and have won some wagers of those   who have  professedly valued  themselves  upon intelligence, and have put themselves to great charge and expense to  be  misinformed   considerably  sooner than the rest of the world.
Having got a comfortable sum by this my opposition to public report, I have brought myself now to so great a perfection in inattention, more especially to party relations, that at the same time I seem with greedy ears to devour up the discourse, I certainly don't 1 See No. 340.